
Planning committee 

TJHS: 

Sheldon Lippman, President, grew up in Schulenburg, Texas, and attended the University of 
Texas at Austin, where he earned a Bachelor of Journalism. He began his communications career 
in Washington, DC, working at the US Dept of Agriculture (1975-81). He returned to UT Austin 
in 1981 to work on a MA in TV-Film, followed by a stint as media director for the grassroots 
statewide agency, Keep Texas Beautiful, Inc. In 1987, he returned to Washington, DC, for work 
at the National Academy of Sciences on a PBS science documentary series, The Infinite Voyage; 
and for the last 30 years at the World Bank in communications. Sheldon returned to Austin in 
2017 in “semi-retirement”. He also serves TJHS as the co-webmaster of www.txjhs.com 

Vickie Vogel is a native Texan who grew up in Dallas. She graduated Magna Cum Laude from 
the University of Houston with a B.A. in political science and French. She was number one in 
her class at Texas Southern University School of Law and practiced primarily criminal law until 
her retirement. Vickie is a past president of the Texas Jewish Historical Society and writes a 
column for its quarterly news magazine. Temple Israel in Schulenburg elected her as their first 
woman president, following her husband David’s twenty years in that role. She has served 
fourteen years on the State Democratic Executive Committee (Texas) and was elected last year 
to a four-year term on the Democratic National Committee. She enjoys reading, quilting, and 
travel, having visited all fifty states and all seven continents.  

Sally Drayer is Historian-Archivist, from Dallas, and is a Past President of TJHS. She grew up 
in Alice, Texas and has three children and one granddaughter. Sally is a retired elementary 
school teacher and substitutes in Richardson ISD. She volunteers at the Dallas Museum of Art 
for the Arts and Letters Live program; serves on the board for the Dallas Symphony Orchestra 
Guild  ild (where she is also a past president),and is a CASA Advocate. Sally also currently 
serves as Meeting chair for TJHS. 

NMJHS: 

Linda Goff, NMJHS President, grew up in Sarasota, Florida and received her MA from the 
University of New Mexico and Ph.D. from Washington University, St. Louis. Her career 
included faculty and academic administration positions and finished her career with the U.S. 
Department of State. 

Harvey Buchalter, originally from the Bronx received his undergraduate degree from Brooklyn 
College and MA in History from the University of New Mexico. He is a retired Social 
Studies/History teacher with Albuquerque and Los Lunas Public Schools. He is also an 
accomplished artist.  

Bette Novit Evans, is professor of emeritus of political science at Creighton University, was 
born in Stephenville, Texas where her family settled after immigrating from Parichi in what is 
now Belarus. Her grandparents, great-uncles, and assorted other relatives arrived in Texas with 
the help of the Galveston Movement in the first decades of the 20th century and dispersed 
themselves into small towns in Central Texas. 



Joy Rosenberg recently retired as the Director of Education at Temple Beth Shalom, Santa Fe, 
after over 40 years as a Jewish educator.  She grew up in Southern California and has lived in 
Israel, New York and Texas. Joy holds a BA in English from University of California, Santa 
Barbara, and an MA in Education from Long Island University. Some of her many passions are 
Hebrew language, drumming, Israel, gardening, Judaic arts, and seeking adventures. 

Jeff Brown is Associate Professor Emeritus of History at New Mexico State University, Las Cruces. He is 
a NMJHS Board member and serves on the Executive Committee as well as co-Chair, Membership 
Committee. 


